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Purpose

This fieldwork course unites learning from sustained volunteer experience with learning from reading some of the best literature on domestic poverty.  You will interpret and assess what you learn from volunteer work from the perspective of readings in Interdepartmental 101 and vice versa (that is, your volunteer work should shed light on the readings).  The purpose is to join thought and practice to the end of better understanding poverty and plausible ways to alleviate or eradicate it.  This integration of traditional academic study and observations while serving others is at the heart of education in the Shepherd Program.

Requirements

1) You will work at least two hours each week with a person or group that suffers some of the deleterious effects of poverty.  You should complete 24 hours of volunteer work by the end of the term.  You all have selected volunteer activity in accord with your interests in social service, education, psychology, medicine, law, community action, etc.  Please let me or or Aubrey Shinofield, Shepherd Service Learning Coordinator (Elrod Commons 215 x 8131) know if you have questions about your placement.


2) You will keep a journal of observations based on your volunteer experience in conjunction with the readings in Interdepartmental 101.  Journals are personal and preliminary observations, but they are not private.  (They are not diaries.)  Journal entries should describe what you did, what you observed, and what you learned about the nature and alleviation of the aspects of poverty that you experienced.  You may also articulate changes in your thinking about poverty and in the way you and others around you relate to poor persons and groups.  You may also want to use the journals to articulate how the readings in 101 and your observations during volunteer service are mutually informing.  Make preliminary connections to the readings! The journal can help you become more self-aware.  You should take a half-hour or so to record your thoughts on the same day that you volunteer. Bring your journal notes to class.  You may want to read from your journals and refer to them in our class discussions.


Aubrey Shinofield has prepared a small packet of materials to assist you in making observations while you serve.  It is not for a test.  It will help you do something you may not have done before, i.e., think critically about what you see and hear as you volunteer.  It will help you get beyond thinking of service as no more than helping others. It is also an important part of your education. 


3) We will meet for one hour each week to discuss your volunteer work in relation to the readings in 101.  Not every reading will relate to every person’s volunteer experience.  For example, readings about welfare policy bear only indirectly on work in a Head Start classroom.  You should not feel compelled to make connections with the readings every week in the term.  Our task will be to discuss the connections between the diverse volunteer activities of the class collectively and the various readings.  On weeks when your volunteer experience does not connect directly with the readings, you can participate by asking questions of those who are drawing connections between their service and the readings.  


Since your performance will be evaluated in part on the basis of your contributions to the discussions, you should plan on writing a brief (three to five pages) essay expanding on your weekly journal entry in the event you must miss a Thursday class. 


4) The course will culminate with a ten to twelve page paper discussing ways in which the readings in 101 and your volunteer experience have informed each other.  This paper should explore three to five poverty issues (e.g., behavioral conditions for receiving welfare, healthcare as a cause of poverty or a preventive factor, or family instability as a cause of poverty) that your reading and experience have required you to rethink.  Develop your viewpoint on each issue showing how your volunteer work has informed your reading or your reading has helped you gain perspective on your volunteer work.  Cite the passages, paraphrases, and quotations from your readings that are factors in your critical reflection on these issues. If you can show how these different issues relate to each other and reflect a common insight about the relation between thought and action, so much the better.


The paper is due on Sunday, December 11, at 5:00 p.m.; however, it should be substantially completed during the last week of class so that we can use the last class session to discuss your papers.  This process will enable you to revise your papers one last time. If you wait until after the last class to write the paper, you will find there is not time to complete all of your work during this busy period.  Good journaling and note taking in class will lead almost spontaneously to a good paper. 


Please note:  We will read two texts in 101 this fall that many of you did not read in your 101 class.  Both are interesting and fairly easy to read.  You may want to read all or part on your own.  

DeParle, Jason


American Dream:  Three Women, Ten Kids, and a Nation’s Drive to End Welfare (bookstore)

Kotlowitz, Alex

There Are No Children Here:  The Story of Two Boys Growing Up in the Other America (bookstore)



You are welcome to attend the 101 course if you are ever interested.  It will help you to brush up on material you have already read and/or to explore the new materials.  Please also feel free to refer to past speakers and guest lecturers (i.e. David Bradley, Sara Rosenbaum, etc.) in your papers and class discussions.  

Schedule of Classes
Sept. 8

Organizing and selecting appropriate volunteer experiences; observing while you serve; writing effective journal entries; discussing what you see and hear

Sept. 15
Families and Poverty as related to LeBlanc and Kotlowitz

Sept. 22
Families, concentrated poverty, and racial isolation as related to LeBlanc or Kotlowitz and low-wage work and consumer conditions and practices as related to Shipler.

Sept. 29
What is poverty and who are the poor as related to Blank, Sen, and the World Bank Development Report? 
Oct. 6

What causes poverty as related to Ellwood.

Oct. 12

Turn in journals for my enlightenment and response. 

Oct. 20

What causes poverty as related to Mead and Blank? Does your experience confirm Mead’s or Blank’s analysis?

Oct. 27

How are your experiences with families, housing, healthcare, and education related to observations and assertions by Shipler and DeParle?

Nov. 3

Have you observed exploitation and/or dependency as Goodin describes them or dependency as Goodin’s critics describe it?

Nov. 10
Do social service agencies exercise exploitative discretion?  Do the persons whom you work with deserve to be poor?  Can and should they attain self-reliance?  Relate your observations to the Goodin readings. 

Nov. 17
Are the basic opportunities Gutmann and Thompson require of society available to the persons with whom you work?  Should government policy force the adults to work? & Would Ellwood’s proposals for remedying poverty benefit the persons with whom you are working?

Nov. 18
Turn in journals for my enlightenment and my response.
Dec. 1

Does Mead’s, DeParle’s, and/or Shipler’s proposed policy for helping persons work fit most appropriately for the adults and families with whom you are working? 

Dec. 8 

Discussion of Welfare Reform and of themes from drafts of your papers?

Dec. 9

Turn in journals for my final response
Dec. 11
Turn in final papers by 5:00 p.m. on Sunday

Grading


Final grades will be based equally on the journals, contributions to the discussions, and on the final essays.  Your volunteer work will not be graded.  Think of it as your contribution to others and your opportunity to learn from them.

