LifeWorks at Mars Hill College

Community Partners as Co-Educators

Let’s Talk.


cultivating different conversations

Seeing community members as placement supervisors creates one set of conversations. Seeing them as co-educators, as field-based faculty, creates a different set of conversations. We invite them to join us in fostering conversations with students that help connect the “primary texts” of the arts, sciences, and humanities with the “primary texts” of public, private, and non-profit experience.

What are we talking about?  

cultivating deliberate conversations
We organized day-long workshops connecting central themes in our general education program (LAA – Liberal Arts in Action)  to central themes in the community help deepen the conversations. The conversations centered on connections between a primary text in the course and a primary “text” of community experience. 
LAA 111: Challenges (first course in the sequence)

· Example of primary text in the course: “Letter from Birmingham Jail” 

· Example of primary text in the community: affordable housing (economic diversity) 

Deliberation on the question—what time is it? 

LAA 121: Character (second course in the sequence)

· Example of primary text in the course: Plato’s “Ring of Gyges” 

· Example of primary text in the community: domestic violence (gender diversity)

Deliberations on the question—what does it mean to be invisible in our world? 
LAA 221: Civic Life (third course in the sequence)

· Example of primary text in the course: founding documents (Declaration, Federalist Papers, Const)

· Example of primary text in the community: achievement gap in public schools (racial diversity)

Deliberation on the question—what are the presumptions of freedom and equality in our country? 

Look who’s talking.


cultivating diverse conversations
Workshops privilege the voices of students, staff, community partners, who provide new perspectives for our faculty who teach in our core general education commons program 
The goal is to look at key texts within the core curriculum, and have community partners, staff, and students connect these texts to their life experiences, presenting to the faculty ways that they see these texts connecting to the work they do, and these connections can be made within the classroom and on site in community settings. 

· What kinds of conversations would an affordable housing advocate or a Residence Hall Director generate around Martin Luther King’s essay?
· What kinds of conversations would a domestic violence prevention worker or a Director of Counseling generate around Plato’s story?
· What kinds of conversations would a public school teacher working on closing the achievement gap or a football coach generate around the Declaration and Constitution? 









