Briefing

Suggested time:  10 Minutes

This is an intro/warm up to the workshop

Participants are assumed to know a little about advocacy and the issues of which they argue on a regular basis. Ask each participant to shortly explain what they believe is the most important social issue to them at this time and why. Tell your group that you want a short, but specific explanation. Roughly time each person. When everyone has presented, ask volunteers to tell the group how they could have been more concise in their presentation.

Go through the issues, using the Meeting a Member of Congress Briefing packet. Hand out the packet if you think it will help the group. The goal of this part of the training is to help your participants with learning the tips to improve their presentations to members of congress and their aides.

Issue Selection

Suggested time:  5 Minutes

This portion of the workshop has participants choose the issue on which they will be advocating for later on. 

Each person should spend 5 minutes thinking of political issue that they wish to talk about which they are either dealing with or can picture themselves dealing with. Each subject should be a political topic that can be argued for/against/about to a congressperson. 

Subjects can be anything. Here are a couple examples:

· You want your congressperson to vote on a bill on the floor dealing with gay marriages.
· Your organization sends you to talk to the congressperson that is head of health care Committee, to advocate for health care for all.
· You find out that your new representative is about to vote against school lunches in public schools.
· A local elected official is going to push to cut funding for the local soup kitchen.
